What children should know by the end of the year.

Reading

Children read and understand simple sentences. They use phonic knowledge to decode regular
words and read them aloud accurately. They also read some common irregular words. They
demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they have read.

Writing

Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their spoken sounds. They
also write some irregular common words. They write simple sentences which can be read by
themselves and others. Some words are spelt correctly and others are phonetically plausible.

Number

Children count reliably with numbers from 1 to 20, place them in order and say which number is one
more or one less than a given number. Using quantities and objects, they add and subtract 2 single-
digit numbers and count on or back to find the answer. They solve problems, including doubling,
halving and sharing.

Speaking

Children express themselves effectively, showing awareness of listeners’ needs. They use past,
present and future forms accurately when talking about events that have happened or are to
happen in the future. They develop their own narratives and explanations by connecting ideas or
events.

Understanding

Children follow instructions involving several ideas or actions. They answer ‘how’ and ‘why’
questions about their experiences and in response to stories or events.



